




Controlled Flight into Terrain during take-off 
 

Occurrence Details 

On 9 February 2023, at 12:50 local time (02:50 UTC1), a PAC 750XL aircraft, registered P2-BJD, owned 
and operated by North Coast Aviation (NCA), was conducting a VFR2 Charter flight from Giramben 
Airstrip, Jiwaka Province to Simbai Airstrip, Madang Province, when during takeoff, the aircraft impacted 
the terrain south of Giramben Airstrip.  

 

 

There were 4 persons on board the aircraft: 1 pilot, 2 adult passengers and an infant. The pilot and the 
infant sustained severe injuries while the two adult passengers sustained minor injuries.  
 

According to the Flight Plan, the pilot had planned to depart Giramben Airstrip at 12:40 and track north 
for Simbai at 9,000 ft AMSL. 
 

During the interview, the pilot stated that after the aircraft was loaded by NCA personnel, he taxied to the 
end of runway 34 and turned to line up for take-off. Once the aircraft was configured for take-off and the 
power was set to full throttle, the aircraft began the takeoff roll.  
 

The pilot also stated that during the take-off roll, he expected the aircraft to become airborne about 500 m 
from the end of runway 34. However, the aircraft did not become airborne at this point and the pilot 
indicated that the speed was below 60 knots. The pilot decided to continue with the take-off roll with full 
power to regain speed and subsequently passed his nominated committal point about 538 m from the end 
of runway 34. The pilot recalled getting airborne with an airspeed between 55 to 60 knots. 
 

During the on-site activities, the AIC observed from the wheel track marks on the strip that the aircraft got 
airborne about 7 m past the end of runway 16. Once the aircraft was airborne, the aircraft main landing 
gears got caught on a 1.13 m high wire fencing located about 21 m from the end of runway 16. The aircraft 
subsequently impacted the terrain by its right main landing gear and wing about 95 m from the end of 
runway 16.  
 

The right main landing gear and the outboard wing section detached from the aircraft as a result of the 
initial impact while the aircraft continued with the momentum and came to rest, in a local village garden 
160 m from the end of runway 16.   



 

 

 

According to local eyewitness interviews conducted, after the aircraft had come to its resting position, the 
locals assisted in evacuating the pilot and passengers on board the aircraft. The pilot was found to be 
unconscious at the time. 

The pilot and infant sustained severe injuries and were transported to Kudjip Hospital for treatment. The  
two adult passengers sustained minor injuries. The three passengers were initially treated at the Christian 
Leaders' Training College (CLTC) Medical Health Centre before being transported to Kudjip Hospital for 
further medical attention.  
 
 
 



Wreckage Distribution and Damages  
 

The wreckage distribution from initial impact to the resting position of P2-BJD. 
  

 

 

The cockpit section, the firewall and its attachments including the engine and propeller assemblies were 
separated at the forward fuselage. The aircraft also sustained significant damages to its wing assemblies, 
rear fuselage, and empennage.  
 

 



AIC comment 
 

The investigation is continuing, and will include but not limited to flight operations, aircraft systems, 
performance, airworthiness and serviceability, airstrip conditions, weather and organisational aspects, to 
the appropriate extent.  

The investigation analysis and findings will be included in the Final Report. 
 
Safety Actions  
 
At the time of the issue of this Preliminary report, no safety actions had been taken.  
 
Recommendations  
 
At the time of the issue of this Preliminary Report, no Recommendation had been made by the PNG 
AIC.



General Details 

Type of Operation, Injury, and damage details 

Type of Operation VFR, Charter flight  
Persons on board   4 1 pilot 2 adult passengers  1 infant  
Injuries   Severe   Minor  Severe  
Damage The aircraft was destroyed  

Pilot Details 

Gender Male  

Age 37 

Nationality Australian  

Licence type CPL  

Total hours 3,382.1 

Total hours in Command 2,377.7 

Total hours on type 1,928.1 

Aircraft Details 

Airframe 
Aircraft manufacturer Pacific Aerospace Corporation 
Aircraft Model 750XL 
Registration P2-BJD 
Serial number 124 
Year of manufacture 2007 
TTSN 13,796.8 
Landing  30,274 

Engine 
Engine manufacturer Pratt and Whitney Canada 
Engine Type PT6A-34 
Serial number PCE-PG0248 
TTSN 13,968 
TSO   1,841.1 
CSN 17,220 

Propeller 
Manufacturer Hartzell Propeller Inc 
Model Hartzell 
Serial Number BUA25470 
Hours since Overhaul 681.3 

Date and time 9 February 2023, 12:50 (02:50 UTC) 
Occurrence category Accident 
Primary occurrence type Controlled Flight into Terrain during take-off – CFIT 
Location South of Giramben Airstrip  

Latitude: S 5°47'13.95" Longitude: E 144°33'29.43" 
Airstrip  Giramben Airstrip, Jiwaka Province  
Elevation (at threshold) 5,090 ft 
Runway Direction  16/34 
Length  2,428 ft  (740 m)  
Width     177 ft (  54 m)  
Slope          2 % 
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