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Introduction. 

On 20 February 2023, at about 16:00 local time (06:00 UTC), a Fokker 70 aircraft, registered P2-

ANTowned and operated by Air Niugini Limited experienced a severe cabin pressurization event during 

final approach into Jacksons International Airport, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, resulting in injuries 

to some passengers. The AIC immediately commenced an investigation when notified by CASA PNG on 

22 February 2023. 

 

There were 71 persons on board the aircraft: two cabin crew, 67 passengers (inclusive of 2 infants). There 

were injuries reported.; four passengers sustained serious injuries and 16 passengers sustained minor 

injuries.  

 

Safety Deficiency Description. 

The flight crew actions and inactions to rectify the severe cabin pressurisation event indicated that his 

knowledge and understanding of the aircraft systems was inadequate.  

 

The investigation found that the crew decided to execute the Fokker 70 Abnormal Procedures for Manual 

Cabin Pressurization to increase the rate of descent of the cabin altitude. Once the aircraft was established 

on final approach for Runway 14L, the flight crew observed an increasing cabin differential of 3.5 PSI 

which climbed up to 4 PSI, exceeding the allowable cabin differential for landing. Therefore, the flight 

crew opted to conduct a go-around and fly to Daugo (D901) to rectify the problem.  As per the procedure, 

when in manual mode, the manual control lever should be placed to the ‘UP’ position prior to landing to 

prevent any further pressurisation of the cabin in preparation for landing.  

 

The investigation determined that this final step had been missed by the flight crew resulting in the cabin 

differential continuing to increase. It was during the go-around that the passengers experienced discomfort 

and some passengers and cabin crew sustained injuries.   
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